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By Morica Steiner

Bsa member of the Refugee
Aid Committee (RAC) at
CEEI'm often asked, "why

refugees? And although the
world's 60 million displaced

G

] people and refugees represent
nurnerous religious faiths, I

am also asked, "why Muslims?"

But these questicns weren't on my mind late last yearwhen |
asked Rabbi Cochen what we could de to help. And they weren't
ch my mind when four CBB members got tegether to start the
Refugee Aid Committee. Those weren't my questicns because
it seems chvicus te me that ne justification is needed to extend
curhands towards anyene struggling to escape svil. Refugee aid
affirms cur cemmen humanity, while getting mired in cur cul-
tural or religicus differences is often a justificaticn for inacticn.
ty questicn is, "how can we help?”

Yet, despite the fact cur Jewish traditicn reminds us cver and
cver that we're not free until everyene is free, that we must
welceme the stranger, and te love cur neighbors as curselves,
I'm still asked, “why fuslims? Why refugees?” Scwhile these
aren't my questicns, | think it's werth explering them a bit.

The lewish traditicn is about acticn, but scmetimes sacred
ncticns like “freedom,” or “the stranger” or “loving thy neigh-
bor' feel too abstract to apply to cur everyday, all-consuming
routines and obligations.

But this past vear, when | attended the Yom HaShoah service at
CBE, | was reminded about the price of inactich —and alsc the
powerful courage shown by these whe upended their everyday
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reutines and risked their lives to help others. &s the survivers lit
candles and teld their steries, | heard ence again about Righ-
tecus Gentiles whe teck acticn even as the rest of the world
asked “why lews?"

[ wept tethink that during the Helocaust, today's survivers
were children, just like my cwn little boys are now. Unlike their
mcthers, | den't need te seek a hiding place, a smuggler ora
Rightecus Gentile to make certain my children survive. But there
is a discennect if | weep about the Helecaust from a place of
safety withcut acting to stop the travesty cocurring right now,
this minute, te over 60 millicn pecple displaced by evil human
acticns in cur cwn generation. [n that contesxt, now “why hus-
lims?" or “why refugees?" becomes "why my cwn children?”
&nd there's nothing abstract about that.

Until teday's refugee methers have the same freedem | de, to
knew their children can survive te adultheod; and until refuges
children are net viewed suspicicusly, as strangers; and until we
can stop cur need to justify the reasens for helping ancther hu-
man being struggling to escape evil, cur traditicn requires me to
take acticn.

But answering these philesephical questicns is the easy part.
What's harder is figuring cut exactly what we can de in the very
complicated pelitical and cultural context of this crisis. After

all, the crisis is glebal, affecting, ameng others, pecple from the
tdiddle East, Scuth &merica, Africa, and &sia. The crisis is so
large it's not pessibly semething you or | can fix. But there's alsc
this: anything above complacencyis a victery. We can deo scme-
thing, which is exactly what cur traditicn demands.

Sc what are we deing?

Cantinued on page 29



As of now, the Refugee Aid Committee is working to connact
with a synagogue in Canada where laws allow individuals and
groups to sponsor refugee families, unlike current laws hare

in the U.S. We are seeking donations of any size towards that
purpose, and are also raising money for IsraAid, an interfaith
Israeli humanitarian aid organization that provides medical and
psycho-social care directly to refugees in the E.U.

RAC accapts new mambers to help with fundraising, education,
and to join our email list to pitch in as need arises for our future
programming efforts. We have so many valuable perspectives:
refugees and children of refugeeas; medical professionals, and
paople who have volunteered in refugee camps; academics and
students; and clergy of several faiths. We also have people like
me: a mom who does whatever | can with a baby on my hip.
We're making progress, so much more progress than if we were
working separately. And | still feel antsy; there's always s0 much
more to do, but as long as we all keep doing something, we're on
the right path.

Monica Steiner is an attorney, writer, and social activist who grew up
in Northern California and has lived in Santa Barbara for the past ten
years. She and her husband Michael, himself a refugee from Poland
in the 1980s, live in Goleta with their two sons.

Editor's Note: CBB wili present a special Sunday Moming Live on
Novernber 20th featuring a panel of those who have worked directly
with refugees in Europe.

Many of my friends from CBB also checked up on me and
visited. Being somewhat of a loner | was introduced to how a
community sincerely helps at difficult times.

| finished chemo a few months ago. During my last visit to
Sansum Dr. Newman presented me with a clean bill of health.
As my paltry way of giving back, | recantly joined the angels that
make "Stone Soup" at CBB in their latest group cook-in. It was
fun. | washed a lot of dishes, pulled hot chicken off the bone,
and cut carrots,

When | looked up “Stone Soup Folklore” | was presented with
several entries of folk tales from around the world—stories of
hunger, healing, curing, friendship, and family. Which is my story
too. | want to thank everyone who showed me so much love and
caring. This “blip” on life's journey has taught me what caring
really means. And, how Stone Soup pulled me through.

The Stone Soup crew meets three times a year. We seek volunteers
to cook and deliver. Please contact audrey@cbbsb.org to sign up.

WWW.CBBSB.ORG

nation were to truly open their hearts and minds to people
with mental illnesses.”

| agree wholeheartedly, which is why I'm so proud of the work
that CBB's Mental Health Initiative is doing to encourage educa-
tion and to help reduce stigma. We invite you to help us in end-
ing silences and secrets, and to speak up for mental wellness.

about this process. They applaudad my planning, and yat they
warned me of patients of theirs who, at the end of life, wanted
to nullify their Five Wishas. | wasn't distrassed. It just confirmed
for me this process is as flexible as | could possibly want. | know
| have no idea how heroic | will be when | come to the end of the
road. | don't want my children to feel pressured or fear decision-
making if | can't make that choice for myself.

Dan Rothschild has been married to Susan Kiein-Rothschiid for
37 years. They have two children, a 34-vear-old daughter, and a
33-vear-oid son. Dan works as an architect.

We are proud to be an active part of your
vibrant commumnity and continue to support
Congregation B’nar B’rith.

We work hard te preovide the finest
quality entertainment in all eight of our
locations serving Santa Barbara and Goleta.

www. metrothealres. com
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showtime information: 877/789-MOVIE
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